
ELAC – Eastleigh Local Area Committee Tuesday 21 January 2020.

Application Number: A/19/86823
Case Officer: Jagdeep Birk
Received Date: Monday 11 November 2019
Site Address: Land off Leigh Road, Eastleigh
Applicant: Jonathan Watts
Proposal: Consent to display 1no. freestanding marketing board sign.

Recommendation: Consent To The Advert Display

CONDITIONS AND REASONS

1 The development hereby permitted shall be implemented in accordance with 
the following plans numbered: LOC 01, BLOC 01, EL 01, EL 02.

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.

2 This consent is for five years from the date of this decision and is subject to the 
five standard conditions set out in the Regulations.
a) No advertisement to be displayed without the permission of the owner of the 
site (this includes land or buildings where the advertisement is displayed), or 
any other person with an interest in the site entitled to give permission.
b) The siting or display of an advertisement is prohibited if it endangers anyone 
using any highway, railway, waterway, dock, harbour or aerodrome (civil or 
military), or would obscure or hinder the ready interpretation of any traffic sign, 
railway sign or aid to navigation by water or air. It also prohibits the siting or 
display of an advertisement that would hinder the operation of any device used 
for the purpose of security or surveillance (such as closed circuit television 
cameras), or for measuring the speed of any vehicles (speed cameras or other 
speeding measuring devices. )
c) The advertisement and any land or building used for the purpose of its 
display to be maintained in a reasonably clean and tidy condition so that it does 
not impact the visual amenity of the site.
d) Any structure or hoarding used for the display of advertisements to be 
maintained in a safe condition that does not endanger the public.
e) Following the removal of advertisement the site shall be left in a condition 
that does not endanger the public and in a reasonably clean and tidy condition 
so that it does not impact the site's visual amenity.

Reason: To comply with the advertisement regulations.

Note to Applicant: In accordance with paragraph 38 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework, Eastleigh Borough Council takes a positive approach to the 
handling of development proposals so as to achieve, whenever possible, a 
positive outcome and to ensure all proposals are dealt with in a timely manner.



Report:

This application has been referred to Committee because it is the Councils own 
application. 

    Description of Application
1. The proposal is for a freestanding marketing board advertising the office 

development at the former Council offices which will be 4.4 metres in height 3 
metres in width and 2 metres in depth (with the fixtures).

Character of the site
2. The site also lies along Leigh Road, the main western thoroughfare into 

Eastleigh Town Centre and is also part of the town’s western gateway being 
immediately next to Junction 13 of the M3 motorway. Leigh Road is a very 
busy and well used route for both pedestrian, cycle and vehicular traffic, 
making the site very prominent and important in terms of townscape and the 
entrance into the town.

3. The site is surrounded by a mix of uses including commercial, retail and 
offices, hotels, the Hampshire Fire and Rescue and Police Headquarters, as 
well as a number of public sports and leisure uses such as a bowling club and 
the Fleming Park Leisure Centre, together with the large area of parkland 
which is open to the public for general recreational use. In addition to these 
commercial and public uses there are also a number of residential 
developments within reasonably close proximity, the nearest of which is on 
the opposite side of Leigh Road at Cherry Tree Court, as well as off Passfield 
Avenue to the east.

Relevant Planning History
4. O/15/77116 - Outline: Construction of car dealership with ancillary car 

servicing and maintenance (Use Class Sui Generis), office space (Use Class 
B1) and two fast food takeaway/restaurants/drive-thru's (Use Class A3/A5) 
with associated car parking, landscaping, felling of trees, altered access from 
Leigh Road and diversion of Public Right of Way following demolition of 
existing magistrates court and office building (Access, Layout and Scale only 
to be considered).  Granted 2016.

5. F/16/78623 - Construction of a car dealership comprising; three showroom 
buildings, car display courtyard on site frontage, separate sales tent (sui-
generis use), workshop (B2 use), rear service yard, car parking, landscaping 
and access. Granted August 2016.

6. X/17/80119 - Variation to Condition 1 of planning permission F/16/78623 to 
substitute approved plans and allow for a revised site layout. Granted June 
2017.

7. F/18/83495 - Erection of four storey office block (with car parking at ground 
floor), roof plant room, 184 car parking spaces, landscaping and associated 
works.  Granted October 2018.



Representations Received
8. One received – Chalvington Road is a residential road and not suitable for 

advertising hording.

Consultation Responses
9. Hampshire County Council Highways – No objection.
10.Southampton Airport Safeguarding – No objection.

Policy Context:  Designation Applicable to Site
11.Within Built-up Area Boundary

Development Plan Saved Policies and Emerging Local Plan Policies
12.Eastleigh Borough Local Plan Review 2001-2011 saved Policy 67.BE

13.Submitted Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036, Policy DM1 (this 
Development Plans carries moderate weight in the determination of this 
application).

National Planning Policy Framework
14.The Revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that 

applications for planning permission must be determined in accordance with 
the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. Para 
132 covers advertisements stating “the quality and character of places can 
suffer when advertisements are poorly sited and designed. A separate 
consent process within the planning system controls the display of 
advertisements, which should be operated in a way which is simple, efficient 
and effective. Advertisements should be subject to control only in the interests 
of amenity and public safety, taking account of cumulative impacts.”

National Planning Practice Guidance 
15.Where material, this guidance should be afforded weight in the consideration 

of planning applications. 

Comment on Consultation Responses
16.The sign is located at a significant distance from Chalvington Road.

Assessment of Proposal: Development Plan and / or Legislative 
Background

17.Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 states:-
"If regard is to be had to the development plan for the purpose of any 
determination to be made under the planning Acts the determination must 
be made in accordance with the plan unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise."



15.The sign will be placed at the entrance into Villeneuve St. Georges Way from 
Leigh Road, advertising the new office development at the former civic offices 
site.   The design and scale of the sign is common amongst large scale 
development sites, and a number of prominent totem signs have been placed 
along Leigh Road relating to the car showrooms and M3 Trade Park.  The 
Local Planning Authority is not aware of any highway related incidents that 
have occurred from the placement of any signage, it is not considered that 
there would be undue harm to highway safety, or indeed harm the amenity of 
nearby residents

Conclusion
16.The proposal accords with National Planning Policy Framework, saved policy 

67.BE of the Local Plan Review (2001-2011), policy DM1 of the Submitted 
Eastleigh Borough Local Plan (2016-2036).




